PREACH THE GOSPEL; PREACH THE WORD; PREACH THE LORD
JESUS CHRIST...or preach nothing at all

-Preach the Gospel-
For if | preach the gospel, | have nothing to boast of,
for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if | do not preach the gospel.
-1 Corinthians 9:16

We must all ask ourselves in the blogosphere, when a media firestorm is created by a Christian spokesperson,
has it been because of ones faith in Jesus, standing strong for His truth, or heralding Christ and Him crucified,;
or some lesser issue? It's easy to attract a crowd. Spurgeon one time remarked: if you want to draw a crowd,
pour kerosene on yourself, strike a match, set yourself on fire, and people will come from miles around just to
see you burn. But that is not the purpose for Christian communicators is it... It is to further not ourselves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord; it is also to apply His life-giving truth to any issue that may surface within the church,
culture, media, school, work, and ones life personally. How can we guard against creating media attention
counter-productive to a biblical worldview and the purposes of God? May | offer this simple solution for any of
us in public ministry: let us continue to preach the gospel; preach the Word; preach the Lord Jesus Christ.
Herein lies our mandate for ministry; and the cure for the sinsick soul.

I would like to begin by sharing with you the lyrics to a song, "My Sins, My Sins, My Savior", that | wrote for
the "Desiring God" album a few years ago. | hope they will encourage you to keep the main thing, the main
thing in ministry; and not to venture off into the fantasies of genome doctrine and a biological view of
explaining and understanding the temptations and struggles of mankind with sin. The Scriptures are sufficient
for all things pertaining to life and godliness beloved... | am a great sinner; but He is a greater Savior. Amen?

My Sins My Sins, My Savior
My sins, my sins, my Saviour! They daily battle me,
Deaf and dumb Thy servant is, save only Christ to Thee;
In Thee is all forgiveness, fully free abundant grace,
| find my hope and refuge, in Thine unchanging face

My sins, my sins, my Saviour! How great on Thee they fall;
Seen through Thy patient mercy, | ought forsake them all;
Their penalty's forgiven; yet their power suffers me
Their shame and guilt and anguish, they laid, my Lord, on Thee

My sins, my sins, my Saviour! What cost to Thee ensued
Thy heel bruised in temptation, no Devil could subdue
Thou wrestled in the garden; and prayed the Cup would pass
Thy sanguine sweat, Thou trembled yet, embraced His will at last

My sins, my sins, my Saviour! Thou perfect Sacrifice
Drained wrath's chalice to the dregs; Thy Father satisfied.
O Holy Lamb of Glory, High Priest, Lord God and King
We worship Thee with reverence, Thy matchless Name we sing

My songs, my songs, my Saviour! No grandeur theme shall know
They'll trumpet of Thy glory, to wretched man below;
Thy righteousness, Thy favor, stream from Thy throne above
Sustain the hearts my Saviour that Thou hast lavished with Thy love



(You can download this song from the AudienceONE website
at our online store or listen to it on today's blogcast as well.)

-Preach the Word-

| solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.
-2 Timothy 4:1-2

Paul Wasn't a Politician, but a Pastor
In every one of Paul's epistles, the Apostle never lost sight of what brings real and lasting change; what brings
glory to God; and what transforms finite sinful man into a new creation... the gospel of Jesus Christ.

What follows, is a list of a few key verses | compiled from each of Paul's letters. You will see the gospel, the
person of Christ, and/or the cross clearly represented in each of these texts. This was his divine weaponry in
fighting the culture wars of his day. He did not lower himself to the pubescent pragmatic tactics of today's
evangelical spokesmen. Paul lived in very dangerous and perilous times. Almost every city he went to
establishing churches was corrupt and godless. His answer to moral depravation and the sinfulness of sin was
simple, biblical, and birthed in the power the Holy Spirit: evangelize with the gospel!

What you will not find is a Pauline "strategery" for confronting judicial (dictatorial, kingly) activism; you will
not find Paul encouraging the church to be "troublesome meddlers™ to the governing authorities; you will not
find a plan for cultural renewal or for reclaiming family values; you will not find an endorsement that sin
resides as a matter of genetics, but of nature; you will not find him listing our religious rights and then asking
the saints to unsheath their swords and do battle for our societal standing; and you will not find the church
treated as a political ally encouraged to partner with nonbelievers to recover the semblance of morality so that
unsaved people could remain unsaved, just as long as they live more morally and don't act "too much™ in an
unsaved manner. The Apostle would not be bothered with such trivialities, as today's evangelical architects of
political pabulum and social reform have become. Fighting spiritual battles with carnal means was of no interest
to this faithful soldier of the Lord.

My hopeful prayer is that these eternal words of truth will strengthen your hearts and minds in the "once for all
delivered to the saints faith." It's time for the church to be the church once again!

-Preach the Lord Jesus Christ-

For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord,
with ourselves as your servants for Christ's sake.
-2 Corinthians 4:5

How Did Paul Confront a Pagan Culture?

Romans 1:14-17

“I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. So | am eager to
preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God
is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith."

1 Corinthians 2:2



“For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

2 Corinthians 4:1-6

“Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. But we have renounced disgraceful,
underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of
the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus'
sake. For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

Galatians 1:6-10

“l am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel--not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel
of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we
preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you
a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of
God? Or am | trying to please man? If | were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.”

Ephesians 1:3-14

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his
purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise
of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”

Philippians 1:20-21

“as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as
always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.”

Colossians 1:6-15
“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in
the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according
to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells
bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him also you were
circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision
of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the
powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by



canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the
cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.”

1 Thessalonians 2:2-8

“But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in
our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict. For our appeal does not spring from
error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. For we never came with words
of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed--God is witness. Nor did we seek glory from people,
whether from you or from others, though we could have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were
gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. So, being affectionately desirous of
you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had
become very dear to us.”

2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

“Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among
you, and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful. He
will establish you and guard you against the evil one. And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you
are doing and will do the things that we command. May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the
steadfastness of Christ.”

1 Timothy 1:12-19a

“I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to
his service, though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mercy
because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love
that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom | am the foremost. But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for
eternal life. To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

This charge | entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you,
that by them you may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience.”

2 Timothy 1:8-9

“Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for
the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now
has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel, for which | was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, which is
why | suffer as | do. But | am not ashamed, for | know whom | have believed, and | am convinced that he is
able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me.”

Titus 3:1-8

“Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to
speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. For we
ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days
in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God
our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life. The saying is trustworthy, and | want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed
in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for



people.”

Philemon 1:4-6

“I thank my God always when | remember you in my prayers, because | hear of your love and of the faith that
you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, and | pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective
for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.”



